  The Asian longhorned beetle (ALB),  Anoplophora glabripennis, is native to Japan, Korea, and southern China. Experts believe that the beetle “hitchhiked” to the U.S. during the early 1990's in solid wood packing or crating materials on a cargo ship arriving from China.
        ALB is a serious pest of hardwood trees in its native environment, where it has few natural enemies. In the U.S., where no natural enemies exist, the insect is extremely destructive to our trees and forests. The beetle attacks many different hardwood trees, including maple (all species), horsechestnut, buckeye, poplar, willow, elm, birch, London plane tree, sycamore, mimosa, katsura tree, hackberry, ash, and mountain ash. Trees of any age may be attacked, however, trees 4 inches in diameter and larger are preferred. Beetles will attack both stressed and healthy trees, which makes them an even greater threat.
        Since an effective method for trapping this specific pest does not exist, areas must be surveyed for the presence of the beetle by carefully examining hardwood trees for signs of infestation. Large round exit holes with smooth edges, often oozing sap, are a strong indication of ALB activity. Frequently, piles of frass (insect waste and sawdust) are found at the base of infested trees and in branch crotches. Leaves of infested trees may also exhibit unseasonable yellowing or drooping. Eventually, larval tunnels sever the cambium (living part of the tree trunk), which disrupts the flow of water and other materials and kills the tree.
        Once introduced into an area, people unintentionally spread the beetle by cutting or trimming an infested tree and moving the wood elsewhere. To stop the spread of ALB, it is crucial for citizens to follow the quarantine procedures in infested areas and not move any regulated material, such as firewood, nursery stock, wood debris, or lumber. Citizens can also help stop the spread of ALB by allowing officials to access property for inspection and, if necessary, eradication work.
